. Cordial 


m imme. 


aml, 
































WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, June 2, 1800. 





Account of the Life of the late learned Dr. Fofiah Tucker, 
Dean of Gloucefter. 


HIS venerable divine, fo lpng and fo juftly celebrated 
for his commiercial fagacity, was born at Laugharn, in 
Carmarthenfhire, in the year 1712. His father was a farmer, 
and having a fmall eftate left him at or near Aberyftwith, in 
Cardiganfhire, he removed thither ; and perceiving that his 
fon had a turn for learning, he fent him to Ruthin-fchool, in 
Denbighthire, where he made fo refpeétable a progrefs in the 
claflics, that he obtained an exhibition at Jefus College, Ox- 
ford. It is generally underitood that feveral of his journies 
toand from Oxford were performed on. foot, with a ftick on 
his fhoulder, and a bundle at the end of it. Thus it might be 
faid by him, as by Simonides. “* Omnta mea mecum porto.” 
At the age of twenty-three he entered into holy orders, and 
ferved a curacy for’ fome time in Gloucefterfhire. About 
1737, he became curate of St. Stephen’s church in Briftol, 
and was appointed minor-canon in the cathedral of that city. 
Here he attra€ted the notice of Dr. Jofeph Butler, then Bi- 
thop of Briftol, and afterwards of Durham, who appointed 
Mr. Tucker his domeftic chaplain. By the intereft of this 
prelae Mr. Tucker obtained a prebendal ftall in the cathe« 
dral of Briftol; and on the death of Mr. Catcott, well 
known by his treatife on the deluge, and avolume of excel. 
lent fermons, he became reétor of St. Stephen. The inha« 
bitants of that parith confift chiefly of merchants and tradef- 
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men, acircumftance which greatly aided his natural inclina. 
tion for commercial and political ftudies, 

When the famous bill was brought into the Houfe of 
Commons for the naturalization of the Jews, Mr. Tucker, 
confidering the fubje& with an enlarged mind, took a decided 
part in favour of the meafure, and was, indeed, its moftable 
advocate. The opponents of the bill, tranfported with an 
extraordinary zeal tor the Chriftian Religion, which they 
alfe€ted to think was in danger by this ftep, treated the divine 
with great rudenefs and virulence onthe occafion. He was 
pot only feverely attacked in pamphlets, newfpapers, and 
mnagazines, but the people of Briflol burnt his effigy, 
drefled in canonicals, together with his letters on behalf of 
In 1753 he publifhed an able pamphlet on 
the “ Turkey trade,’’ in. which he demonttrates the evils 
that refult to trade in general trom chartered compa. 


naturalization. 


nies. 


At this period Lord Clare (afterward Earl Nugent) was re. 
turned to Parliament for Briftol, which honour he obtained 
chiefly through the ftrenuous exertions of Mr. Tucker, 
whofe intluence in his large and wealthy parifh-was almof 
decifiveon fuch an occafion. 
Karl procured for him the deanery of Gigqucefter, in’ 1758, a 
which time he took his degree of Doétor in Divinity. 

So great was his reputation for commercial knowledge, 

that Dr. Thomas Hayter, afterwards Bilhop of London, 
who was then tutor to his, prefent Majefty, appliedto Dr. 
fucker to draw up.a diflertation on this fubjeét for the pe- 
It was accordingly done, and gave 
Lhis.work. under the title of “ The Ele 
nents otf Commeree,’’ was printed in quarto, but never 
Dr. Warburton, however, who, after having 
been member of the fame chapter with the Dean, at Briftol, 
became Bithop of Gloucelter, thought very differently from 
the reft of mankind, in refpect to his talents and favourite 
purfuits; and faid once, in. his coarfe manner, that “ his 
Dean’s trade was religion, and religion his trade.” But in 
refutation of this charge we might produce the Dean's va- 
rious publications on. moral and religious fubjeéis, which 
-thew him to be notonly deeply verfed in theology, but allo, 
what is far better, aman of genuine philanthropy. 

Inthe year 1771, whena ftrong attempt was made to pFd- 
cure an abolition of fubfcription to the thirty-nine artieles, 
Dr. Fucker came forward as an able and moderate advocate 
About this time he publifhed 


rufal of bis royal pupil. 
great fatisfaction. 
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© Direftions for Travellers,” in which he’ lays down 
excellent rules, by which gentlemen who vifit foreign 
countries may not only improve thcir own minds, but tarn 
their obfervations to the benefit of their native country. 

The Dean was anattcntive obferver of ‘the American con- 
tet. He examined the affair with a very different eye from 
that of a party-man, or an interefted merchant; and he dif- 
covered, as he conceived, that both fides would be better off 
by an abfolute feparation. Mr. Burke’s language in the 
Houfe of Commons refpefting the Dean’s propofal was, in- 
deed, exceeding harfh and illiberal. In his famous {peech on 
American taxation, April 13th, 1774, this famous orator 
called him “* theéadvocate of the court faction; and I fup- 
pofe,” he adds, “* that his earneft labours in this vineyard 
will raife him a bifhopric.”” The Dean was aétually roufed 
into refentment on this occafion, and he accordingly pub. 
lifhed a letter to Mr. Burke, in which he not only vindicates 
the purity of his own principles, but retorts upon his adver. 
fary in very forcible and manly terms. 

The ground of Mr. Burke’s enmity to the Dean, was the 
Jatter’s ftrenuous oppofition to his being admitted to reprefent 
Briflol in Parliament. 

Dr. Tucker had a high opinion of Lord Nugent’s parlia- 
mentary conduét and abilities; added to which, he owed 
much to him on the {core of gratitude. He therefore con- 
fidered himfelf as bound to fupport his mtereft in Briftol with 
all the power he poffeffed. This excited Mr. Burke’s diflike 
tothe Dean of Gloucefter, and fharpened his wit onthe fub. 
je€t of his political opinion. 

When the terrors of an invafion were very prevalent, in 
1779, the Dean circulated, in a variety of periodical’ publi- 
cations, fome of the moft fenfible obfervations that were ever 
made on the fubject, in order to quiet the fears of the people. 
In 1781 the Dean publifhed, what he had printed long before, 

A Treatife on Civil Government,” in which his principal 
defign is to counteraét the doftrines of the celebrated Mr. 
Locke and his followers» The book made a confiderable 
noife, and was very fharply attacked by feveral able writers 
onthe democratic fide of the queftion, particularly by Dr. 
Towers. The year following he clofed his political career 
with a pamphlet entitled ** Cut Bono 2?” in which he balan- 
ces the profit and lofs of each of the belligerent powers, and 
recapitulates all his former pofitions onthe fubjeét of war 
and coonial poffeflisns. His publications fince that period 
have confifted of fomc trafts on the commercial regulations 
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of Ireland, onthe exportation of woollens, and on the iroy 
trade, In 1777 he publifhed feventeen prattical fermons, in 
one volume, oétavo. 

Inthe year 1778, one of his parifhioners, Mifs Pelloquin, 
a maiden lady of large fortune and moft exemplary piety, 
bequeathed to the Dean her dwelling-houfe in Queen, 
fquare, Briftol, with a very handfome legacy, as a teftimony 
of her great efteem for his worth and talents. In the year 
1781 the Dean married a lady of the name of Crowe, who 
refided at Gloucefter, 

It fhould be recorded to his praife, that though enjoying 
but very moderate preferment (for to a man of no paternal 
eflate, or other ecclefiaftical dignity, the deanery of Glou. 
cefler is no very advantageous fituation), he has notwithftand. 
ing been a liberal bepefa€tor to feveral public inftitutions, 
and a diftinguifhed patron of merit. The celebrated John 
Henderfon, of Pembroke College, Oxford, was fent to the 
Univerfity, and fupported there at the Dean’s expence, when 
he had no means whatever of gratifying his ardent defire for 
ftudy. We fhall mention another inflance of generofity 
in this place, which reflects the greateft honour upon the 
Dean. 

About the year 1790 he thought of refigning his re&ory 
in Briftol, and, without communicating his defign to any 
other perfon,:he applied to the Chancellor, in whofe gift it is, 
for leave to quit it i, favour of his curate, a moft deferving 
man, with a large family. His Lordfhip was willing enough 
that he fhould give up the living, but he refufed him the 
liberty of nominating his fucceffor, On this the Dean 
refolved to hold the living himfelf, till he ceuld find a fit 
Opportunity to fucceed in his objeét. After weighing the 
matter more deliberately, he communicated his with to his 
parilfhioners, and advifed them to draw up a petition to the 
Chancellor in favour of the curate. This was accordingly 
done, and figned by all of them, without any exception, 
either on the part of the diffenters or others, ‘The Chancel. 
Jor being touched with this teflimony of love between a 
clergyman and his people, yielded at laft to the application ; 
in confequence of which the Dean cheerfully refigned the 
living to a fuccelfor well qualified to tread in his fteps. 
Since that time he has refided chiefly at Gloucefter, viewing 
his approaching diffolution with the placid mind of a Chris 
tian, confcious of having done his duty both to God and Man, 
He died on the 4th of November, 1799. TI 
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The-following is a tolerably corre&: lift of the Dean’s 
works ; 
Theological and Controverfial—1. A Sermon preached 
before the Governors of the Infirmary of Briftol, 1745, 
2, Letters in Behalf of the Naturalization of the Jews. 
3, Apology for the Church of England, 1772. 4. Six Ser- 
mons, 12m0,1773. §. Letter to Dr. Kippis, on his Vindi- 
cation of the Proteftant Diilenting Minifters. 6. Two Ser. 
monsand Four Tratts. 7. View of the Difficuities of the 
Trinitarian, Arian, and Socinian Sy items, and Seventeen Ser- 
mons, 1777. 

Political and Commercial._—8. A pamphlet on the Turkey 
Trade. 9. Abrief View of the Advantagesand Difadvan. 
tages which attend a Trade with France. 10, Refle¢tionson 
the Expediency of Naturalizing foreign Protettants, anda 
Letterto a Friend on the fame Subje&. 11. The Pleas and 
Arguments of the Mother Country and the Colonies ftated, 
12, A Letterto Mr. Burke. 13. Quere, whether a Connec- 
tion with, or Separation from America, would be for nas 
tional Advantage? 14. Anfwers to Objeétionsagainft the 
Separation from America. 15. A Treatife on Civil Gos 
vernment. 16, Cuz Bono? 17. Four Letters on national 
Subje&ts. 18. Sequel to Sir William Jones on Govern- 
ment. 19. On the Difpute between Great Britain and 
Ireland, 20, Several Papers under the Signature of Caffan- 
dra, &c. on the Difficulties attendant onanInvafion. 21. A 
Treatifeon Commerce. (Mr Coxe, in his Life of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, fays that this was printed, but never pub- 
lithed). 

Mycellaneous—22, Dire€tions for Travellers. 23..Caus 
tions againft the Ufe of Spirituous Liquors. 24. A Tract 
aanftthe Diverfions of Cock-fighting, &c. 


a 


Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and Eftablifhment of the 
Royal Society, in the Reign of Charles the Second. 





HE reign of Charles was inglorious in almoft every ‘n- 

fMlance; yet it was diflinguifhed by the eftablifhment of 
afociety, which has been perhaps more refpeétable in its cha- 
rafter, and more ufeful in its exertions than any fimilar infti- 
utionin Europe. The humble origin of the Royal Society 
has been already noticed ; but it belongs to this part of our 
undertaking to enter more fully into the detail, 
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To affert that the great proficiency in natural feiente, 
which has been the glory of the Britifh nation, is to be wholly 
attributed to the exertions of this affociation, would be bol 
and hazardous! but it is certain that little progrefs had been 
previoufly made in that interefting branch of human know. 
Yedge. Except the folitary fpeculations of Bacon, little had 
hitherto been effeéted ; but the recommendation of that grea 
man, torcfer every thing in phyfics to the fevere teft of di. 
rect experiment, cleared the path of {cience, and opened the 
way to real difcoveries. 

Alchemy had been a favourite ftudy in the two preceding 
reigns. The theatre, whichis, in general, “ a brief chro. 
nicle of the times,’”’ and the beft record of manners and m. 
tional charaéter, of national folly at leaft, attefts this fad. 
Johnfon’s Alchemift is read and aéted, though the objeét of 
ridicule which is the foundation of the piece, is no longer 
interefting. 

It is however matter of furprize, that induftry, even with. 
out the aid of fcience, fhould have effe&ted nothing. Ne 
one ufeful difcovery is recorded as rewarding the labours of 
the Englith alchemifts, though their brethren on the continent 
contributed in no {mall degree to the improvement of prac. 
tical chemiftry. 

Even mathematical fcience, for which the Englifh philo. 
fophers have fince been fo juftly celebrated, was, antecedent 
to the period of which we are treating, in no very flourih. 
ing fiate; but the age which produced the Royal Society 
was alfo diftinguifhed by fome excellent mathematicians ; and 
Oughtred, Ward, and Wallis, led the way to Barrow, New- 
ton, and Halley. Thus, though claffical learning, theology, 
and metaphy fics, had been cultivated with fuccefs in the pre 
ceding ages, the reign of Charles II. may be regardedas the 
dawn of Englith philcfophy. 

The commencement of the Royal Society is referred by 
its hiftorian Sprat to “ fome {pace after the end of the civil 
wars ;” but more correét information affixes the date tothe 
year 1645. Atthat time fome ingenious and inquifitive met, 
among whom was the celebrated mathematician Dr. Joba 
Wallis, and the no lefs celebrated Dr. (afterwards Bithop) 
Wilkins, agreed to meet weekly on a certain day, to converle 
on fubjeéts of natural and experimental philofophy. The 
meetings were fometimes held at the apartments of Dr. Jo- 
nathan Goddard, a phyfician of fome eminence in Wo00- 
ftreet, on account of his having an operator in his boule for 
the purpofe of grinding glaffes for telefcopes: fone 
rs) a 
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at a houfe in Cheapfide, and fometimes at Grefham-College. 
From thefe meetings, the great topics which at that period 
divided and diftraéted fociety, politics and theology, were 
excluded ; andthe fciences which chiefly engaged the atten- 
tion of the fociety, were geometry, afltronomy, anatomy, 
phyfic, chemiftry, navigation, magnetif{m, and mechanics. 
This fociety was fometimes. diftinguifhed by the name of the 
Invifible or Philofophical College. 

The fociety in this infant ftate experienced fomething of 
the unfettled nature of the times ;. and about the year 1648 it 
was nearly diflolved by the removal of Dr. Wilkins, who was 
appointed Warden of Wadham.College;. of Dr. Wallis, 
who was nominated Savilian Profeffor of Geometry ; and of 
Dr. Goddard, who was made Warden of Merton-College. 
Thofe who remained in London continued to meet as before, 
and the Oxford members joined them when they vifited the 
metropolis. The meetings, however, were continued with 
more {pirit, and, probably, more regularly at Oxford, “ in 
Dr. Wilkins’s lodgings (to ufe the words of Sprat) in Wad- 
ham-College, which was then the refort for virtuous and 
learned men.”’ The univerfity, asthe fame author informs 
us, had feveral men of eminence at that time attached to it in 
various offices and ftations ; and it was reforted to by others, 
whom the diflrefles of the times drove to take refuge from 
thedin of arms, and the deteftable contefts of party and po- 
lities, in the quiet {hades of that celebrated feminary. Their 
fir obje€&t was, as it had been in London, to enjoy fociety - 
in peace, to contribute to each other’s mutual entertainment 
andinfruétion, and to avoid thofe unpleafant topics which 
ipread only difcord and calamity wherever they were agitated. 
The principal perfons who formed this {mall but illuftrious 
alembly, were Dr. Seth Ward, afterwards Lord Bifhop of 
Exeter, Mr. Boyle, Sir William Petty, Dr. Wilkins, Mr. 
Mathew Wren, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Goddard, Dr. Willis, Dr. 
Chriftopher Wren, and Mr. Rooke. 

Thefe meetings, however, were {till little more than focial 
orconverfation parties. They had norules or fixed method 
of proceeding ; yet experimental fcience engaged more 
deeply their attention than {peculation and conjefture. The 
folly of both of thefe was too apparent in the metaphyfical 
Writers of the day for wife men, fuch as conftituted this 
little fociety, to engage themfelves in. They were more 
commonly employed in experiments of chemiftry and me- 
chanics. Their inflruments, however, were few ; and 
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their difcoveries in chemiftry feem to have been of little im, 
portance. 

Inthe year 1658 the fociety was difperfed from various 
caufes, and its members were called to the exercife of diff. 
rent funétions in different parts of the kingdom. Themajo. 

ity of them, however, had reforted to the metropolis; and 
here their meetings wére refumed at Grefham-College, an in. 
flitution at prefent fhamefully abufed, by being madea fine: 
eure foridle and, indeed, merely nomial profeffors, They 
generally met at the Wednefday’s and Thurfday’s leéures 
of Dr.Wren and Mr: Rooke, for fuch were the men who, a 
that period,-oecupied thofe ftations. Here they were joined 
by feveral other eminent perfons, among whom were the 
Lords Brouncker and Brereton; Sir Paul Neile, Mr. Joba 
Evelyn, Mr. Henfhaw, Mr. Shingtby;. Dr. Timothy Clark, 
Dr. Ent, Mr. Balle, Mr. Hill, and Dr. Crone. The calami. 
ties of thetimes again difperfed our philofophers; and even 
the placeof their meeting was, in the year 1659, converted 
into a barrack for foldiers. 

The meetings were refumed when the public affairs af. 
fumed a more quiet afpeét after the reftoration, and they were 
joined by a great number of perfons eminent in every branch 
of fcience. The acceffion of new members obliged them 
now tothink of adopting fome regular mode of conduting 
their debates; and, in a private converfation, on the 2%thof 
November, 1060, between Lord Brouncker, Mr. Boyle, Mr. 
Bruce, Sir Robert Moray, Sir Paul Neile, Dr. Wilkins, Dr. 
Goddard, Dr. Petty, Mr. Balle, Mr. Wren, and Mr. Hill, 
the firft idea was fuggefted of forming a regular college for 
the promotion of phy fico-mathematical and experimental {ci- 
ence. Aa preliminary to fuch a meafure, a fet of regulz 
tions were drawn up, fimple and plain, adapted to the charac 
ter of the men, -and the frugal manners of the age. The 
meetings were to be continued weekly, at three o'clock in 
the afiernoon, during term time, in Mr. Rooke’'s chamber 
Grefham-College; and, in the vacation, at Mr. Balle’s inthe 
Temple. An admiffion fine of ten fhillings was levied on 
each of the members, who alfo engaged to contribute at the 
rate of one fhilling a week, whether prefent or abfent, towards 
the expences of the inflitution. <A lift of additional mem- 
bers was, atthe {ame time, given in, among whom we i 
the names of Sir Kenelme Digby, Mr. Evelyn, celebrated 
for his attention to the praétical and philofophical pat 
botany, and Cowley the poet, who had been ercated a Dottot 
of Phyfic at Oxford in the year 1057. 
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Thus the fociety continued to profecute, witha moft lau- 
gable zeal and induftry, every branch of ufeful knowledge: 
The experiments, as Sprat informs us, were made by them. 
felves, or at leaft repeated, whenever the refults were com. 
municated froma diftance. It was at firft determined not to 
increafe the number of the members; and the ftated num- 
ber was fixed at fifty-five; but this order was afterwards judi- 
cioully refcinded. It was alfo refolved, that no perfon fhould 
be admitted to the fociety without a fcrutiny, in which the 
candidates fhould have the votes of at leaft two-thirds of the 
members prefent, except fuch as were of or above the de- 
gree of a Baron; and all fuch were to be admitted, at their 
defire, as f{upernumeraries, provided they conformed to the 
tiles of the fociety. The fame privilege was afterwards ex. 
tended to the Fellows of the College of Phyficians, in confe- 
quence of the college indulging them with the ufe of their 
hall. 

On the 5th of December, Sir Robert Murray informed 
the fociety that the King had been made acquainted with the 
defign of the meeting; that his Majefty had fignified his ap- 
probation, and was defirous of giving it encouragement. 
About the fame time it was refolved, that the flanding of- 
fices of the fociety fhould be three in number, a prefident or 
dire€tor; atreafurer, and a regifter—the former to be chofen 
monthly, and the two latter to continue in office for the {pace 
of ayear. Two fervants, with falaries, were alfo appointed, 
an dmanuenfis, and an operator.—The falary of the former 
was forty fhillings per annuum, and of the latter four 
pounds. 

As afpecimen of their proceedings in this infant ftate, it 
may not be unpleafant tothe reader to mention that the fub. 
jets which chiefly engaged their attention at this period were 
a feries of experiments on pendulums, by Dr. (afterwards 
Sir‘ Chriflopher) Wren ; experiments for the improvement 
of fhipping, under the direétion of Dr. Petty, Dr. God- 
dard, Dr. Wilkins, and Dr. Wren; an experiment on the 
recoiling of guns, by Lord Brouncker ; and a feries of 
queries were drawn up by the fame nobleman, in conjunction 
with Mr. Boyle, and fent to Teneriffe, chiefly relating to 
experiments for meafuring the height, and examining the 
atmofphere and climate of the Peak. His Majefty, about 
the fame time, fent two loadftones to be examined by the fo- 
ciety ; Dr. Goddard produced fome chemical experiments 
on coloured fluids, produced from fluids nearly or altogether 
colourlefs; and Mr. Evelyn, fome curious obfervations on 
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the anatomy of trees, which were followed by a difcourfe of 
Sir Keneline Digby on the vegetation of plants. 

The iociety, however, did not confine its attention to fub. 
jects at mere philolophy, but extended it to the arts and 
manufactures. Befides the experiments of fhipping, already 
noticed, Dr. Petty produceda feries of obfervations on the 
clothing-tvade; experiments were alfo made on refining, ja. 
panning, gilding, and other arts. Among other phenomena 
produced-bcfore the fociety, was a young man born deaf 
and dumb, and taught by the celebrated Wallis to {peak 
plainly.. ‘The Dotior, with fome humour, defcribes this oc. 
cupation, in a letterto Mr. Oldenburg.—" I am now em. 
ployed,” fayshe, “upon another work, as hard, almof, 
asto make Mr. Hobbes underftand mathematics. It is to 
teach a.perfon dumb and deaf to fpeak, and to underftand a 
language,” &c. 

From this {pecimen of its proceedings, the reader will per. 
cewe that the fociety was not lefs diligent or flourifhing pre. 
vious to its incorporation, than it has been at any fubfequent 
period. Some perfons have in-truth doubted, whether this 
circumflance has been, or not, of real fervice to the fociety; 
but it muift be remembered, that though not of a€tual ufe, it 
may have been productive of eventual good. It ferved, 
probably, to preferve the unity of the focicty, and to pre- 
vent it from breaking into different clubs or affemblies. It 
alfo gave it fome confequence inthe eyes of the public, and 
of foreign nations; and poflibly contributed at once to its 
ve[peciability and permanence. The a&t of incorporation 
palfed the Great Seal on the 15th of July, 1662. 

Che only alteration of importance in the regulations of 
the fociety was, that the eleétions were made annual; Wil. 
liam Lord Vifcount Brouncker was appointed the Firft Pre- 
fident ; Sir Robert Moray, Mr. Boyle, Mr.. (afterwards 

on, Sir Kenelme Digby, Sir Paul Neile, Mr. 

1. Slingelby, Sir William Petty, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Clarke, 
Dr. Wil , Dr. Ent, Mr. Aerfkine, Dr. Goddard, Dr. 
Chrillopher Wren, Mr, Balle, Mr. Matthew Wren, Mr. 
livelyn, Mr. Henfhaw, Mr. Dudley Palmer, Mr, Olden- 
burg, were nominated of the Council; and of thefe Mr. 
Balle was appointed Treafurer, and Dr. Witkins and Mr. 
Oldenburg the Firft Secre:aries. Such was the rife, pro- 
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greis, and eflablifhment of this refpeétable fociety. 
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Kolzebue’s Account of the Impreffion made upon has Mind 
by his Viftts to the Theatre in early Life C. 


Come now to that period of my life when, from the ‘cir. 

cumflances into which I was accidentally thrown, my fu- 
thre deltiny was irrevocably decided, and I was doomed to 
rere all the pains and pleafures that inevitably attend 
the dramatic writer. The deceafed player, Abbott, came 
with his ftrofling ¢ompany to Weimar, and fitted up the 
riding-houfe as a theatre. Never within my memory had 
Weimar been yifited by any players, and my curiofity was 


> rdack 
' 


excit Fatenks i] boun is. ‘ It will eafily be imagined, then, 


The eailpons I felt when Mufaus, the admirable Mufieus, 
who had always h sautived me with his particular notice, sna 
who at that time was Governor of the Pages, came one even- 
ing, and re equcled my mother to let me accompany him to 
the piay. 

With a facred awe did I enter the theatre, an awe the 
Caftle-church was never capable of infpiring. ‘The number 


of lig the crowd affembled, the guards, the my fterious, 


rnts, 





curtain, altogether raifed my expeétation to an unexamp!ed 
pitch ‘The play was Klopftock’s ** Death of Adam.” 
Mufeus let me Mand upon the bench before him, that I might 
fee over the heads of the other fpe@tators. The curtain drew 
up: Lwasalleyes, all ears. Not a word, a Jook, or an atti- 
tude, cfeaped me. J] was impatient if any one of the au- 
dience coughed or blew his nofé. I abfolutely {tamped with 
my foot upon the bench if.a troublefome neighbour began 
totalk to Mufzens, who was too complaifant not to anfwer 
him. No! alive as my heart has always been to powerful 
impreffions, never did I experience any thing equal to the 
prefent. 

I came home almoft ftunned with delight. I was afked, 
how I liked the play ? Ah, my God! aked !—What a feeble 
word to defcribe my feelings ! I wanted fome new mode of 
expreffion coined on purpofe to reprefent them: none of 
the old ones were fufliciently forcible. Fain would I have’ 
painted in the moft vivid colours all I had feen, in hopes to 
make others feel it as I did; but I was only convinced of the 
impotence of we rds to accom; plifhmy aim. I neither knew 
where to begin nor to end. I would have afked no greater 
blefling of fate, than to grant that 1 might be pre fent: every 
night at fuch a performance. Robinfon Crifoe’ s ifland was 
0 longer an objet of delire to me, for on that defert fpot 
3 T 2 ther 
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there could be notheatre. It wastotally incomprehenfible to 
my mind how people could talk of the play with fo much 

compofure, and go on calmly and quietly with their avoca. 
tions asufual. Ac ig to my ideas, they ought all to have 
run about the ftreets, like the citizens of Abdera, crying, 
** Oh thou ruler over gods and men! Mighty, mighty 
Abbott!” Did any one afk my mother whether fhe in. 
tended to go that evening to the theatre, and fhe an{wered in 
the negative, that fhe was engaged to take a walk, or fome. 
thing of the like kind, “ My God!” I thought within my. 
felf, “* how is it poffible that thofe who can do as they pleale, 
fhould prefer a walk to the play !” 

Inexpreflible, therefore, were my tranfports, when, not 
long after, a regular theatre was inftituted at Weimar, under 
the patronage of the Duchefs Amelia, that favourite of the 
mufes. The company was undoubtedly one of the bef a 
that time in Germany, fince the family of Seiler, Brandes, 
Bock, ‘and the immortal Eckhof, were the principal per- 
formers. 

Eckhof! thon great and good man, I blefs thy abhes! 
Thou didft afift to form my heart and underflanding ; 
awaken many a noble feeling 1n my bofom, and by thy won. 
derful performances, to enrich my reafon and fancy with 
ideas and conceptions that could only have been infpired 
through fuch a medium, Often when I have feen thee pafs 
by our houfe in a neering to rehearfal, dreffed in a piain 
coat and an uncombed periwig, with a looping unaffuming 
gait, how have I been aftonifhed at reflefting that this was the 
fame man who, inthe evening when he walked the fage as 
aking or general, feemed born to command ! Thy reprefen- 
tatrons of the human character, at thofe moments, were to 
me a {chool of wifdom, while by thy conduét of the flage 
thou didft inftru& me how to [eparate real merit from ex- 
ternal oftentation. 

As Richard the Third, Duke Michael, Odoardo, and Father 
Rode, Eckhof was unrivalled, Plays were performed three 
nights in the week z a id my obtaining permiffion to be pre- 
fent at them depended partly on my general good behaviour, 
partly onmy cesticn! ar diliget ice in my ftudies, A French 
governefs was in thofe days chief arbitreis of the fupreme 
blifs of my life, With her I ufed to read and tranilate 
Madame de Beaumont’s works, and every day had a teflimo- 
nial home with me, confifting either of don, mediocre, or the 

dreadful word ma/, If the latter, adieu to all thoughts of 


the play for that evening, as my mother was never acceflible 
to 
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tointredties. How often, therefore, when Madame Louvei’s 
pen was dipped into the ink to write the fatal word mal, have 
I taken her beautiful white hand, kiffed it, and bathed it with 
my tears, till I could prevail on her to moderate the feveriy 
of my fentence at leaft into a medzocre J 

My paffion for the flage increafed every day. As the 
theatre was entirely fupported by the court, there was no 
paying for admiffion, but a limited number of tickets were 
regularly given out. Thus, on feftival days, when anew 
piece or fome grand pantomime ballet was to be performed, 
andthe concourfe of company who withed to be prefent was 
confequently unufually great, it often happened that fo in- 
fignificant a perfonage as myfelf could not procure a ticket. 
But as my curiofity was on fuch occafions more flrongly ex- 
cited than ever, I was obliged to have recourfe to ftratagem 
for its gratification. Every avenue leading to the theatre, 
every corner of the houfe, was as well known to me as the 
infide of my coat-pocket ; even the pailages under the ftage 
were as familiar to me, as tothe man ghat lighted the lamps. 
When I was hard prefled for admittance, therefore, I ufed to 
fland at the entrance allotted tothe performers, and flip inv 
dexteroully behind the guards. Then, to efcape purfuit, 
Icrept inftantly under the flage, whence a little door led into 
the orcheftra. Through this I got behind the great drum, 
which being fomewhat elevated, completely concealed my 
litle perfon, and here I could fee the performance very com. 
modioufly. 

Would to Heaven I had always fhewn equal addrefs with 
refpeét to the great drama of the world! That I had never 
engaged in contefts with malice and envy, which ftand as 
guards every where, but had only ftolen in behind them, not 
venturing upon the flage myfelf, but remaining underneath 
it, or at leaft in the orcheftra, concealed by the great drum, 
Happy the trmmers of the lamps, who are never clapped or 
hifled, and who perhaps at home, as they reprefent a cone 
teated family -fcene, can exclaim with Greflet : 


ie ye ee 
Une eternité de glori, 


7 ‘4 3 
* Vaut.elle un jour de bonheur ?” 


Imay venture to affert, that among all the frequenters of 
the theatre, old or young, I was always the moft attentive. 
I need only adduce in proof of my attention, that I could 
repeat the whole of Leffing’s Emilia Galotti by heart, with- 
out ever having {een the book. It muft however be ob: 
ferved, 
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ferved, and it is much tothe honour of the tafte then preva. 
Tent in Weimar, formed under .the influence of an amiable 
and difcerning Princefs, that Emilia Galottr was performed 
very frequently, and always to full houfes. The part of 
Odoardo was played by Eckhof, and was undoubtedly his 
firft charafier. Madame Mecour as Emilia, Bock as the 
Prince, his wife as Claudia, and above all, Madame Seiler 
as Orfina, united to do juttice to this chef d’auvre of dra. 
matic poetry. ‘* The Grateful Son,” by Fngel, was alf 
in my opinion wondrfully impreflivee, and my reigning fa. 
vourite next to Emilia Galotti. 1 foon perfuaded my young 
companions to engage with me in_ performing both thef 
pieces at our hours of play, and I alternately undertook 
every character. 

Nothing could equal the veneration with which I at that 
time regarded any aétor, how moderate foever might be his 
profeffional talents. Could I but throw myfelf in the way 
of one off the flage, fo as to hear him {peak, I was tranf. 
ported in no flight degree, but if I could contrive only to 
fpeak a fingle word to him myfelf, my ecflacy exceeded all 
bounds, and I thought myfelf honoured beyond the common 
lot of mortals. Well do I remember how I ufed to go every 
Sunday toa perfon of the name of Henfel, to learn what 
plays were to be performed in the enfuing week, for at that 
time play-bills were not given out as at prefent. At home 
} madeal! things fubfervient to my theatrical mania. It was 
not enough for me to pertorm a paftoral drama occafionally 
on a birth-day ; every new piece that fel] in my way muttin- 
flantly be murdered by myfelf and my corps. At length 
I obtained poffeflion of Gerftenberg’s Ugolino, an excellent 
drama, and wel! deferving of a much higher reputaton than 
x has hitherto obtained. I regarded it as an ineftimable trea- 
fure, fince, as containing but few charaéters, I thought it ad- 
mirably adapted to our private performances. It never 
ence occurred to me, that though the charaéters were few in 
number, every onc, to have juftice done it, required an attot 
at the very head of his profeffion. I undertook the part ot 
Anfelmo, and .perorated it with all the fire of my ardent: 
imagination. 

I mentioned above, the grand pantomimical ballets. Thefe 
were performed ina very fuperb ftile at Weimar. Wuh 
tranfport do I now recal to remembrance the brilliant repre- 
fentation of Idris and Zenida, Orpheus and Eurydice, Incle 
and Y arico, the Amazonians, and many others. . The.,lattet 
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was not the lefs powerfully recommended to me, from the 
hints for it being furnilhed by Mufzus.. 
" Thefe ballets had the fame_effe&t upon my fenfes as the re- 
ular dramas had upon my feelings, and I foon devifed meaus 
Ey puating themalfo. I made myfelf a little theatre, firit 
of wax, then of paper, and at length of wood. Thofe 
among my youthful affociates who could paint, were em- 
ployed upon my fcenery, and my mother and aunt were fet 
to work at patching pieces of filk together, to make dreffes 
for my puppets. ‘They danced their folos, and pas de-deux 
by means of wires, and the lightning was made by /emen 
lycopodit blown through a quill into the candle. 

Thus was every new ballet prefented to the public by 
Meffis. Koch and Schutz fpeedily exhibited upon my private 
flage. The tafte forthis kind of toy foon.fpread among the 
children at Weimar, and no long period elapfed before almoft 
every boy had his Lilliputian theatre, while my vanity was 
not a little flattered by being conftantly applied to for in- 
fru@tion in the ufe of the diminutive machinery. Oh! 
condemn me not, ye wife, for dwelling fo long upon thefe 
childifh {ports ; the powerful influence they had on iny future 
charafter is furely a {ufhicient excufe for fuch loquacity. 





An ANECDOTE. 


Poor woman, in the neighbourhood of Chard, went 
lately to a farm houfe to purchafe a bufhel of wheat, 

lor which the farmer démanded eighteen fhillings; fhe ot- 
fered feventeen, being all that fhe had, and defired credit till 
theend of the week for the other fhiiling, which the farmer 
relufed, and fent her away. She went weeping from the 
houfe, and, at a {mall diftance from it, met a ferjeant with a 
patty of recruits: The ferjeant, obferving that fhe wept, 
aked the reafon, which fhe told him. ‘“‘ Cheer up, mother, 
(ays he,) I'll help you out of this fcrape; let us go to the 
farmer.”"—When they faw. him, the ferjeant entreated that he 
would Jet the woman have the wheat for the feventeen {hil- 
lings, as fhe had no more money, or, at leaft, that he would 
give her credit for two days, but the farmer was inexorable. 
The ferjeant then told the woman to produce her feventeen 
hhillings, and faid that he would advance a fhilling; the 
Wheat being delivered, and the feventeen fhillings paid, the 
ferjeant offered the farmer a fhilling, and, on his receiving it, 
yy os se in 
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the regiment of Welch Fufileers. Terrified beyond all jz. 
colleétion, the farmer threw down the fhilling, and agreed tg 
pay twenty fhillings to be excufed, which the ferjeant re. 
ceived, and prefented feventeen fhillings to the poor woman 


° ° e ‘ ’ 
and with the remaining three treated his comrades. 





Hufbandry a healthy and pleafant Employment, 


Hufbandman, it muft be allowed, may injure himfelf 
by working too hard. But he is much lefs likely tudo 
fothan the manual labourer in almoft any other occupation. 
If we for a moment contemplate the nature of the hufband. 
man’s employment 6r look at his face—does not it befpeak 
health and hilarity ? examine his limbs—do they not evince 
aftivity and ftrength ? the firft impreffion wnich the counte. 
nance and general afpeét of that man make on you, is it not, 
that his work agrees with him? and well it may ; the ar 
which he breaths is pure and exhilarating ; it is the um 
tainted air of Heaven. His work is hard—fometimes it is 
no doubt extremely hard ; but remember this very important 
advantage which the hufbandman has over almoft every othet 
labourer, that his employment is perpetually varied. If he 
threfhes to-day he ploughs to-morrow : no fet of mufcles is 
exclufively and preternaturally exerted: by working over 
hours one day with another, he feels no partial debility, m9 
peculiar infirmity, and in this refpe€&t differs from almof 
every other clafs of workmen : for they, by exceffive appli- 
cation, bring on fome difeafe or infirmity peculiarly conf 
quent to their occupation. This fact is well known to the 
phyfician; and the anatomift is frequently enabled to deted 
the employment of a man by the diffeétion of his body. 
The hufbandman enjoys another advantage from this 
ricty in his employment, which, though perhaps not ftrittly 
connefied withthe fubjeét of the prefent paper, yet well me- 
rits to be mentioned ; it is this: the faculties of his mind 
are kept in aftion. Heis in the habit of obferving the effet 
of fuch and fuch hufbandry ; and though he cannot reafoa 
on the operation of manures with the fcience and acutenels 
of a philofopher, he learns from experience what crops ¢% 
hauft them foonett, and what require them moft: he learas 
what grain is beft adapted toa particular foil, and what rota 
tion of cropsis likely to be moft profitable. The beautiful 
varieties of the feafons prefent to him the moft healthy a 
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HEN. Mr. Penn, the proprietor of _Pennfylvania, 

and the moft confiderable man amongft the Quakers 
went to Court to pay his refpeéts to King Charles LI. thar 
merry Monarch obferving the Quaker not to:lower his bea 
ver, took off his own hat, and flood uncovered before Penn,’ 
who faid, “* Prithee, Friend Charles, put on thy hat:”’ ‘* No,” 
fays the King, “ Friend Penn, it is ufual for only one man 
to ftand covered here.” 


3°% % 





ROUGH MODE ef COURTSHIP; 


HEN Henry the Eighth was dying he. recommended 

it to his executors, to attempt, by every means m their 
power, to bring about a marriage between his fon »Kdward 
and Mary, the young Queen of Scots, and thus to umte the 
two kingdoms. In order to accomplith this purpofe the 
Proteftor made war on Scotland, and publifhed a long mani. 
felo, ftating the advantage that this match would be to both 
kingdoms. Lord Huntley, however, a Scotch Nobleman, 
fmartly obferved, “‘ I diflike. not the match—but I hate 
the manner of wooing.” 





Anfwer, by 7. B. Chivers, Schoolmafter, of St. Aufell,to 
I. Tucker's Queflion, inferted December 30, 


AKE a right angled triangle a,b, c; let the 7: at a be 
a ee a h 
=48° 30’; that at b==41 ’ Zo ; and fuppofe one of its 
ry to be==10; then, per trigonometry, asthe fine of 
Dan!. os yer ms : 
4°° 9° : log.10 22 41° 30’; 8,84; and by a fimilar procefs we 


getthe other fide ==133.4. Now ’fay, as 152.24: 10°?! 180, 
31: 56, 172 poles. Hence 75, 56. #72, and 48.70875 poles 
ae the three fides of the /\ very nearly. 

Proof : 75-+-56.172 48.7087 5==179,88075 poles, nearly 
equal to the {um of, the fides given in the queftion. 





Anfwer, by W, Harris, Jun, of Exeter, to P, Goue's Rebus, 
enferted March 3.. 


HILST deeds of valour and renown 
y ; With admiration fill the breaft, 
OL. XXXYV, a The 
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The name of WASHINGTON fhall found 
From fame’s loud trump, by thoufands bleft. 


tr We have received the like anfwer from C. N. of th 
Royal Miners; R. Thomas,and T. Whicker, of Exeter; 
T. jarvis, of "Malborough ; Oedipus, jun. of Plymouth: 
Dubious, of Calverleigh; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfe, 
Volunteers ; Philom. of Teingmouth ; J. R. Toulmin, of 
Barnftaple; and R. Andrews, of Kingfbridge. 








A CHARADE, by Serjeant Bullock, of the Royal Miners, 


SEFUL my firft, in many places found, 
Diffufing light and luftre all around; 
My next the lovely, beauteous fair adorns, 
Waves in the gale, and ruffles in the ftorm; 
My whole you'll find an implement of Mars, 
Spills human blood, and thunders in the wars. 





An ENIGMA, by Reclufe, of Yeovil. 


HEN trembling cowards fhake for fear, 
I dare th’ death-wing’d ball: 
*Midft battles day and night appear, 
No dangers can appal. 


Nay! fhould Dame Fortune fraught with woe, 
My enemy declare; 

And treach’rous friends become my foe, 
I ftill am free from care. 


In fcenes of death unfhock’d I've ftood, 
And ev’ry dire alarm, 

My mangled body fain'’d with bleod, 
So great is glory’s charm. 


Septemfluous Nile hath own’d my fway, 
On Congo’s coaft I’ve been: 

Tho’ lofs doth aft good deeds repay, 
When I to groan am feen, 


When thro’ each country I had fought, 
* E’en where rough Boreas reigns,” 

My children forth I’ve fafely brought 
lo grace fair Albign’s plains. 
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RefleTions occafioned by viewing the paffing Proceffion oc. 


cafioned by the Death of a Volunteer, burted with military 
Honours on Sunday, February 16 , 1800, 


Pgs fhafts fly thick. Here falls the village fwain, 
And there his pamper’d Jord. The cup goes round; 
And who fo artful as to put it by? 

’Tis long fince death had the majority ; 

Yet ftrange ! the living lay it not to heart. 


But yefterday I mark’d the vigorous youth, . 
Blooming with health ; but now a pallid corfe. 
Methinks, as o’er the fcene I calt my eye, 

Much caufe prefents for thinking Dol hear, 

Or is it fancy’sdream? The fuilen roar 

Of the dread funeral keell. A folemn found, 
That roufes up refx &tio:.’s vigorous powers, 

And quickens drowfy thought. Sure man, thy ftay 
Is as the beating billow, that juf rifes, 

And then, all tracelefs, {cattersin oblivion. 

Life is a phantom—"’tis a vifionary, 

That thwarts acrofsthe fhade; juitdimly gleaming 
On the fick fight, and vanihhes for ever. 


Britons in arms! Remember, tho’ your country 
Calls for exertions great as they are good, 
She does not all your care monopolize, 
Nor all your thoughts engrofs. An arduous fcene 
Will hhortly fpring to view. A folemn hour 
That phrenzies oft the hero! Heroes have died ; 
An Alexander in the tomb prefeots 
A leflon to iurvivors more important 
Than he can read us by his victories, 
And wide extended murders. Hear, ye fages! 
Who on the dreadful war-page love to minute 
Confummate deeds of horror! Dreadful acts 
Which oft appal the delicate-ftrung feeling, 
That beats and throbs to foft humanity. 
Is it to ftigmatize the deftin’d hero 
That murders unprovok’d, and horrid feenes, 
Are thus minutely told? Where are the laurels, 
Wet with the u idow’s and the orphan’s tears? 
Alas! contraéted are the refluent fibres 
Of the green laurel, and the encircling palm, 


See 
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See how they fold their fibres. Calm reflection 


No heroes know but fuch as round their couatry 
Form a refiftlefs barrier, Alexander, 
In her fage eye is but a murderer. 


But here we view a fcene, where patriot worth 
Meets with a due reward. And tho’ no page, 
Mark’d by the hiftorian will record thy name-— 
In the brave bofoms of thy patriot comrades 
Long wilt thou live. In that eventful moment 
When Gallia threaten’d with unnumber’d legions 
To inundate fam’d Albion’s peaceful ftrand, 
Ready at -honour’s call he join’d the band 
That rally’d round their Monarch’s brazen throne. 
And now thetear fhall glide, that torn away 
By death’s refiltlefs power, no more we trace thee 
On the trod field, norin domettic life. 

Adieu, dear youth! Thy memory ftill fhall live, 
And friend fhip oft thall heave the pitying figh. 


Down to oblivion’s gulph all human kind 
Speedily hafte, and meet one common fate. 
Ye thades of heroes! pride of fenates! tell, 
In that dread world where thought difabled drops 
Her bold career, and clips his daring wings, 
What will avail how honoar’d in our lives, 
Or how lamented in oor death we fled ! 
Is there on time’s pre(fs’d plain a greater meed 
‘Than to be good, high up in virtue’s lift, 
And dare the grifly tyrant? ‘Tis religion, 
Fair maid! alone can calm the ftarting confcience, 
And all ferene prepare the fluttering foul 
For vatt realities. For that dread bourn 
«“* From whence” how true! “ no traveller returns.” 


N. T. CARRINGTON. 
Plymouth-Dock. 





The SETTING SUN: 4 Sonnet. 








EEP in the guiph of liquid radiance bright 
Sinks heaven’s prime orb; and now a level flood 
Of mellow gold along the horizon flows, 
Skirting whofe fides the vivid crimfon glows. 
| Or where above, its fcatter’d {pots inftud 
The fubje& azure, theds a milder light: 
While high o’erall fublime, embattled rife 
The dark grey clouds, and frown acrofs the fkiess 
Sooth’d by thefolemn pleafing vifion, wide, 
My mind dilates: Oh: take me by the hand, 
Ard in yon gloomy wood, celeitial maid! 
Penfive, yet calm reficétion! Jet me ftray ; 
Or fit enrapt ’mid thy ideal band, 
Whole magic power creates internal day. 


























































